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Censorship is the real threat 


DBS MOINES, Iowa — Wit 
Ham ^ “ 


ungfow 




JtOlY about acnmwri my 
aid W P»»l»nn , 

Hie Post printed the stoiy. 

And the nation now Is threat- 
ened. 

It*s threatened not because 
of anything the Post aid about 
bow our abmarina ik tfn in 
on the Soviets. Rather, it’s 
Hireatened becaua a big, pow- 
'erfui newspcqier has been cen- 
by the government And 
malte no mistake about it that 
is what has happened. 

mo* Qa would Siek to 
prosecute me P tW If 11 
mSi ifa 

about Pelton. Then 


National 

seCuriiy would be wulaM eryH 
th^said. 

„-^***® fost gave in and pub- 
Itoed Wednesday a cenared 
article that was 5 feet 9 ineba 

long and that was a bland a it 

WM len^y. The aiticle quoted 

BradlM Afl sniHna Ka ^ 


Micha^ G. Ckutner, general 
news executive with Gwmett 
Co. /to., is president of the 
Amen^ Society of Newspa- 
per Editors. 


boas. President R«^n^ 


« wee a aying he condnuec 
to beUeve that the newspaper’s 

original version would have re- 
vealed nothing that wa not al- 
re^y known to the Soviet 
Union. 

Tha why didn’t the Post 
^t that version? Here’s how 
the article explained; 

“But, Bradlee added, be- 
cai^ the Post ha been unab le 

to judge the validity of the 

national security objectloa of 
^or officials, and because of 
Post lawyers’ concerns, the m- 
pw ha decided to print this a- 
ucle without a description of 


fee technology Pelton alleged- 
ly betrayed.” 

The operative words there 
are becaua of Post iawyere’ 
coMeras.’’ That’s a euphe- 
nusm for censorship. 

""Whenever someS^ b not 
pulled becaua the lawym 
•say, you have a real danaer ” 
ays Rtfeert Sack, a paitner in 
^ law arm of Glbeon, Dunn & 

Qpte faer and an autbority mi 
Birst Amendment law. 

, Tm not pub- 

lishing becaua fee govern- 
ment told me not to.’ ” 

That, scary and chilling, 
to be whM happened 
Wednesday. And that is how 
fee Pelton caa has really 
threatened our democra<^. 
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